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Interpretation of Schiller’s Concept of “Game” Aesthetic Education
and Its Contemporary Significance

DING Xin-chun
(School of Music, Huaiyin Normal University, Huaian, Jiangsu, 223300, China)

Abstract: Schiller put forward the concept of aesthetic education for the first time in the
history of western aesthetics. Facing the dilemma of split human nature brought about by the
instrumental rationality and practical rationality, he thinks that only art can enjoy absolute
immunity and remain unconstrained by autocracy. He advocates that aesthetics should replace
religion as a way of communication. The aesthetic “game” is key to redress alienation, restore
split human nature, and attain freedom, perfect human nature and social harmony. His concept
of aesthetic education is of contemporary significance for us.

Key words: aesthetics; game; freedom; Schiller; art
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