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Thomas Wartenberg’s Thought on P4C Education

JIANG Yu
(College of Performing and Fine Arts, China Three Gorges University, Yichang, Hubei, 443002, China)

Abstract: Thomas Wartenberg is a famous American scholar who advocates philosophy for

children (P4C) education. He provides systematic philosophical explanations and teaching

schemes for P4C education in simple terms in many aspects, such as teaching objectives,

teaching process, teachers’ role, textbook construction and teaching evaluation. His research

results have theoretical significance, which can effectively, systematically and conveniently help

teachers to be competent for children’s philosophy teaching. Based on the teaching goal of

developing thinking ability and cultivating communication ability, Wartenberg proposes a

teaching arrangement of combining P4C education and language teaching together: to solve the

“Initiation problem” by using picture books as teaching materials; to address the “regulation

problem” by making the six rules in the game of philosophy, in order to trigger and regulate the

children’s philosophical discussion and implement “learner-centered teaching”.

Key words: Thomas Wartenberg; philosophy for children; picture books; curriculum;

teaching design
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