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The Humanistic Criticism and Cultural Implication of
Flowers in the Mirror

SHANG Jiwu
(College of Primary Education, Lianyungang Normal University, Lianyungang, Jiangsu, 222006, China)

Abstract: Flowers in the Mirror is a full-length novel written by Li Ruzhen of Qing
Dynasty, which contains rich and complex content about humanity, with a distinct tendency of
criticism. It is mainly reflected in three aspects: criticizing the despicable and ugly aspects, the
weaknesses and shortcomings, and the bigotry, foolishness in human nature. Overall, the
cultural connotations include the author’ s belief in the inherent good and evil nature of
humanity, ethical tendencies to restrain human desires, and the idea that the key to overcoming
negative humanity lies in ourselves.

Key words: Flowers in the Mirror; ideological content; perspective of observation;

criticism of humanity; cultural connotation
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