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Cultural Factors and Value
of the Local Novels of Yancheng Native Writers

ZHOU Yin-yin
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Yancheng Teachers University, Yancheng, Jiangsu, 224002, China)

Abstract: The native writers of Yancheng have integrated the water town culture into their
works and created a series of novels with distinctive local style. On the level of literary form,
the cultural elements of water town are reflected in the distinct geographic features and colorful
folk customs in the works. The suffering, life and river in Yancheng culture affect the writers’
characterization, aesthetic style and value orientation. Their devotion is closely related to the
nurturing by local culture and the consciousness of cultural “root”, childhood experience and
nostalgia, and the edification through local literary tradition. On the level of literary value,
these works present a unique daily narrative style and children’ s perspective, representing
poetic justice and literary publicity, which are conducive to highlighting local cultural memory,
spreading local cultural imagery and inheriting local folk culture.

Key words: water town culture; local novel; Cao Wenxuan; Li Yougan; Cao Wenfang;

Yancheng native writers
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