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The Localization of Hong Kong Kung Fu Films
and its Reshaping of Lingnan Culture

XU Tao
(College of Arts, Guangzhou Huashang College, Guangzhou, Guangdong, 511399, China)

Abstract: Hong Kong kung fu films were formed along with the localization of Hong Kong
culture in the 1970s. The aesthetic interests of Hong Kong kung fu films, such as “hybridity”,
“exhilaration” and “individual struggle”, vividly express the core values of Hong Kong civil
society at the stage of localization. The movie makers have created the narrative style and
identity connotation of Hong Kong local culture, through the careful use of Lingnan (South
China) cultural imagery, the construction of Guangdong urban space, popularization of the
heroic spirit of the practitioners of southern style martial arts. These films have traced the
Lingnan origin of Hong Kong culture, and reconstructed the symbolic meaning of Lingnan
culture, incorporating Lingnan culture into Hong Kong culture.

Key words: Hong Kong; kung fu films; localization; Lingnan culture
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