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Trauma, Memory, Narrative :
A Study of Dream Writing in Land of Prevalent Custom

CHENG Lu, XIANG Yigiu
(School of Liberal Arts, Minnan Normal University, Zhangzhou, FuJian, 363000, China)

Abstract: The dreaming imagery in Li Zishu’ s novel Land of Prevalent Custom possesses
cultural significance and narrative function, which can be analyzed and interpreted from the
perspectives of psychoanalytic theory, trauma theory, and collective memory theory. In the
narrative of interweaving reality and fiction, the author reveals the hidden individual trauma through
the dream writing of Xihui, Yinxia, and Chanjuan. Meanwhile, she uses the Nanyang symbols,
such as shophouses and tin mines, to form inter-textuality, together with the collective memories of
the colonial history. It mirrors the structural surviving dilemma of the ethnic groups. In addition,
this novel breaks the linear narrative mode through the dream writing, connecting the individual
experience and the collective memory of the era through circular narrative. She completes the
allegorical writing of the survival of the Malaysian underclass under the framework of “memory,
dream, reality”.

Key words: Li Zishu; Land of Prevalent Custom; the dreaming imagery; dream; collective

memory
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