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Interlaced Narrative Time and its Cultural Metaphors
in the Engaged Realist Fictions in the New Century

ZHOU Yinyin
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Yancheng Teachers University, Yancheng, Jiangsu, 224002, China)

Abstract: In the engaged realist fictions of the new century, the interlaced narrative time has
been favored by many writers. They break down the barriers between the past, present, and future,
trying to present an outbound development through interlaced timeline. The intertwined timeline of
past and present triggers readers’ consideration of contemporary China. The entangled temporal and
spatial narratives reflect their retrospection in history and prospection of the future. The writers
describe the psychological time, in addition to the objective time, revealing the people’s inner world
and truth of external reality. This kind of kaleidoscope of narrative presents an open space for
readers, building a public landscape for modern literature.

Key words: engaged realist fictions; interlaced narrative time; temporal and spatial contrast;

cultural metaphors
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