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A Study on Si Ma Biao’s Mentality and His Annotation to Zhuang Zi

KOU Zhigiang
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Yancheng Teachers University, Yancheng, Jiangsu, 224002, China)

Abstract: Si Ma Biao was a famous historian of the Western Jin Dynasty (266 — 317). As
the eldest son of the noble family, he had great virtue and talent, but was banished from his
family and deprived of his title and privilege. His grief and indignation was reflected in his
Annotation to Zhuang Zi, in which he sought relief and condolence. His elaborate
interpretations were inspired by Zhuang Zi’ s insightful observations, such as satirizing the
infamous metaphysical scholars, condemning the treacherous and greedy rulers who professed
the Confucian ethical code, denouncing the hypocrites.

Key words: Si Ma Biao; Annotation to Zhuang Zi; grief and indignation; metaphysics;
seeking truth
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