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The Connotation of Withered Images
in the Pre-Tang Literature from the Perspective of Life Philosophy

GUAN Zongchang
(College of Liberal Arts, Shantou University, Shantou, Guangdong, 515063, China)

Abstract: The withered images in the works of the Pre-Tang period have rich connotations
from the perspective of life philosophy. In general, withered image is used to represent the end
of life and the state of death, which is often full of lament over the deceased. However, it also
contains another important connotation, viz. viewing death as the start of a new life, the cycle
of life. The philosophical contemplation of a longing for rebirth and life circulation is reflected in
the myths and legends, such as “the withered old poplar tree is reviving with tender buds”
“hollow mulberry tree gives birth to a new baby”. It is represented by Taoism in Zhuang Zi,
which is a metaphor of nihility and quietude, which symbolizes the preservation of nature and
the essence of life. In the political discourses of the same period, it is considered as disaster and
abnormal natural phenomenon, especially the abnormal state of life. All these reflect the ancient
people’s incisive observation and in-depth research on life, which help shape the diversified
forms of literature and cognition.

Key words: Pre-Tang period; the withered images; life philosophy; viewing death as the

start of a new life; nihility and quietude
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