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Statistics of and Reflection on the Non-Individual Morpheme Characters
of the General and Standard Chinese Characters Table :
Also on the Functions and Nature of Chinese Characters

SHAO Ai-ji
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Yancheng Teachers University, Yancheng, Jiangsu, 224002, China)

Abstract: There are 1 605 non-word characters, 771 non-individual morpheme characters
and 5729 morpheme characters in the total 8 105 characters of the General and Standard Chinese
Characters Table. Chinese characters have three functions: recording monosyllabic words,
recording monosyllabic morphemes in compound words, and recording syllables in multi-syllabic
simple words. From the perspective of “denotation of character”, the nature of Chinese
characters can be defined as: Chinese characters are a written symbol system to record the
monosyllabic words, monosyllabic morphemes in compound words and syllables in multisyllabic
simple words. If it is not limited to the denotation of characters, its nature can also be described
as: Chinese characters are a written symbol system in which single characters record
monosyllabic words, and multi-character combinations record multisyllabic words.

Key words: the General and Standard Chinese Characters Table; mnon-morpheme

characters; non-word morpheme characters; nature of Chinese characters
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