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The Public Sphere and Narrative Mode of Chinese Online Novels:
A Case Study of Chen Zhenghua’s Online Urban Novels

XU Xiu-ming"?
(1. Institute of Arts Education, Hangzhou Normal University, Hangzhou, Zhejiang, 311121, China;
2. School of Literatures, Languages & Cultures, University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh, EH8 9LH, U. K.)

Abstract: Chinese online novels originated from the folk and thrived on the Internet. It is
clearly based on the needs of the audience. It breaks the barriers of traditional novels with its
extremeness and diversification, covering most of the genres of ancient and modern Chinese and
foreign novels. Although the narrative form is a bit vulgar and crude, its subject matter is
extensive and thoughtful, which is sincere, frank, and penetrating. Moreover, it pursues the
diversification and extremeness caused by the “audience-orientation”. As a result, it has
attracted a very large and diverse audience, and virtually provided a topic platform for people of
different regions, occupations and classes. The communication platform has roughly emerged as
the prototype of the “literary public sphere”. Chen Zhenghua is a representative online novelist
in Hangzhou, who has a pseudo name Teasing the Princes with Beacon Fires. The online urban
novels written by him have the closest correlation of literary world with reality, the highest
degree of unity of the narrative form and the outlooks on the life, world and values, as an
important type of literature with distinct public characteristics.

Key words: online urban novels; public sphere; narrative mode; Teasing the Princes with

Beacon Fires; outlooks on the world, life and values

(RERE -ITEE)



