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On the Soil Image in Su Shi’s Poems

YANG Jing-chun
(School of Education, Sichuan University of Business and Technology, Chengdu, Sichuan, 610000, China)

Abstract: Su Shi (1037 — 1101) was a famous poet in Northern Song Dynasty, who was
addicted to soil images in his poems. The fragrance and fertility of soil are especially precious
during his turmoil and setbacks. He managed to earn his own living and make friends with
farmers and hermits when he was banished from the court. He could appreciate the beauty of
nature in the midst of misery brought about by his political upheaval, the result of which are the
abundant poems inspired by the image of soil. He usually adopted soil images in the metaphors
symbolizing his ideas, including homeland, the earth of nine states, landscape, limestone,
melting soil, mud in the garden, pond and rivers. These images are full of vitality, containing
tender emotions against the background of hardship, conveying the aspiration of returning to
nature. The study on his poems reminds us of the affection for soil which has been inherent in
our memory.

Key words: Su Shi; poems; soil; complex
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