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Popular Form of Characters in the Libretto of Folk Songs

ZHOU Yu-bo
(School of Liberal Arts, Jiangsu Second Normal University, Nanjing,Jiangsu, 211200, China)

Abstract: Popular form of characters is a variant type of Chinese characters. In the field of
folk song libretto, they can be classified into three types, viz. which appear in a certain area and
a certain period; which appear in different areas and different periods, and which mainly or only
appear in folk song libretto. The main purpose of creating these variant forms is to save labor
and time, making them easy to recognize and remember. They are useful materials for
understanding the language habits, folk customs and the dissemination and acceptance of folk
songs. From the perspective of language evolution history, social and cultural history and folk
song development history, it is necessary to reveal the background of the formation, the
relationship between these variant forms and slang and economic and cultural development in a
specific period and region. This paper sets out to explore the mechanism of their formation and
acceptance, and the significance for folk literature collation, folk custom research, even reform
of the writing system, public education and cultural enlightenment.

Key words: folk song libretto; popular form of characters; folk custom; culture
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