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Two Interpretations of the Relationship between Kant’s Doctrines of
Right and Virtue and the Corresponding Dilemma:
And a Solution Derived from Transcendental Idealism

HU Tian-li
(Department of Philosophy, Nanjing University, Nanjing, Jiangsu, 210023, China)

Abstract: There are two interpretations of the relationship between Kant’s doctrines of
right and virtue in the recent literature: the separation reading and the direct inference reading.
Advocators of the former interpretation usually focus on the specific contents of duties, laws,
and ways of coercion while not taking a closer look at the basis of the two doctrines; advocators
of the latter often attribute the basis of the two systems to a concept of freedom that is not
distinctly determinated and differentiated, thus confusing the scopes of those two systems. In
order to get out of the dilemma, we should follow Kant’s transcendental idealism to define the
functioning of the concept of freedom as spatially and temporally limited and as having no spatial
or temporal limitation. In accordance with the requirement of practical reason, the two modes of
functioning possess their own laws in terms of which respective boundaries of right and ethics
are thus defined. The relation between Kantian right and ethics can therefore be seen as having
an indirect connection through the transformation of the two modes of functioning of freedom,
with space and time as its medium.

Key words: doctrine of right; doctrine of virtue; space and time; concept of freedom;

transcendental idealism
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