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The Representation of Greece:
On the influence of Winckelmann over Lessing, Herder and Goethe

WANG Jing
(College of Literature, Guangdong University of Education, Guangzhou, Guangdong, 510310, China)

Abstract: Winckelmann devoted his life to the search for an art that lies in human and
focuses on human being. He rediscovered a lost world that needs reawakening. “Noble
simplicity and quiet grandeur” is the characterization of this world, the only approach to it is
imitating the Greeks. Although his theories and ideas faced criticism from Lessing, objections
from Herder, and skepticism from Goethe, none could deny his profound intellectual influence
on them. The “ideal beauty” discovered by him not only represented the highest standard of art
and the ultimate realm of human spiritual pursuit but also exerted profound influence on the
entire course of German classicism. Consequently, Winckelmann is regarded as the founder of
the German classical movement.
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