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Clarification and Specific Application of China’s
Legal Deposit Purpose for Publication

ZHANG Huiyu
(Law School, China University of Political Science and Law, Beijing, 100088, China)

Abstract: The legal deposit system for publications plays a critical role in preserving,
inheriting, and spreading China’ s fine cultural heritage. The deposit purpose determines the
construction and development direction of the legal deposit system. China’s provisions regarding
the deposit purpose face difficulties, such as insufficient legislative support, low status, blurred
stipulations, and a lack of legislative technique, urgently requiring theoretical clarification and
improvement. The discussion on the purpose of legal deposit should be based on an examination
of history of China’ s legal system, a comparative study on foreign laws, and a review of
research findings. The preservation and collection of editions should be the primary objective.
Promoting the utilization, inheriting and dissemination of editions should be the secondary
objective. And providing public access should be the function rather than an objective. In the
construction of the legal deposit system, the purpose of legal deposit determines the limited
expansion of the subjects and objects of legal deposit, and weakens the compensation and
copyright protection mechanisms. This purpose of legal deposit should be stipulated in the
clause of legislative purpose in the formulation of the Regulations on the Administration of
Editions.

Key words: publications; digital resources; legal deposit; legislative purpose; China
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