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The Narrative Approach of the Fundamental
Principles of Historical Materialism:
From the Perspective of the Development History of Marxist Thought

ZHANG Guihua®, SUN Cunhui?
(1. Yancheng Teachers University, Yancheng, Jiangsu, 224007, China;

2. School of Marxism, Nanjing University of Aeronautics and Astronautics, Nanjing, Jiangsu, 210016, China)

Abstract: The exposition of the fundamental principles of Marxist historical materialism in
the current textbooks adopts a “principle-example” model, a narrative shaped by specific social
and historical conditions. While this approach has contributed significantly to popularizing and
disseminating the basic tenets of Marxism, it also exhibits certain limitations. By examining the
development of the theories of Marx and Engels, this paper elaborates on a fundamental
approach for narrating the core principles of historical materialism: starting from the premises
of historical materialism, applying Marxist dialectics and dialectical logic, adhering to the unity
of history and logic, and achieving a progression from the abstract to the concrete.

Key words: fundamental principles of historical materialism; narrative approach; premise;

history and logic; abstract and concrete
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