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On the Experience of Time in Urban and Rural Spaces in Azorin’s Works

ZHU Wengin
(Faculty of Humanities, Autonomous University of Madrid, Madrid, 28049, Spain)

Abstract: The unique and relativistic concept of time in Azorin’s works constitutes the core
of his ontological thoughts. In terms of the experience of time in his works, Azorin abandons
the classical model of linear and homogeneous time, presenting it as pluralistic and subjective,
deeply constrained by space, age, and states of consciousness. His concept of time reveals an
ontological conflict between the accelerated, fragmented, and quantifiable modern time
experience represented by cities, and the extended, cyclical, and contemplative duration offered
by rural areas. His obsession with time gave rise to his fundamental theory of temporal
relativity, as a the result of philosophical reflection on the accelerated temporality of modern
urban life. The experience of time in villages and small towns in his works is characterized by
melancholy, and the vague perception of time entails an experience that transcends the mere
flow of time.

Key words: Azorin; urban and rural spaces; experience of time; existential anxiety; theory

of temporal relativity
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