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Analysis on Kong Yingda’s Linguistic Philosophy
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Abstract: By analyzing Kong Yingda’s view on language, we can see that he has a basic
attitude towards the essence, function, meaning of language, and the distinction between
language and its meaning. Firstly, Kong believed that the essence of language is a tool for
humans to connect with the world; The basic function of language is communication between
people, which extends to the descriptive, vocative, and expressive functions. He asserted that
different types of languages have different meanings which require specific analysis. Secondly,
on language’s capability of fully conveying the intended meaning, Kong distinguished universal
language from daily speech, suggesting that the former conveys the grammatical meaning while
the latter conveys the pragmatic meaning. On language’s capability of grasping the Tao, Kong
shifted his perspective from the epistemological level to the practical philosophical level,
believing that people can use language to understand themselves and thus grasp the Tao. In
short, Kong’s linguistic philosophy is the production of history, in his attempt to reshape the
practical character of Confucianism through his analysis of language, in order to adapt to the
new ideological changes of his era.

Key words: Kong Yingda; linguistic philosophy; the essence of language; the function of

language; the theory about the meaning of language

(RERE: M0



