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Modern Spectacle and Traditional Devices:
On the Philosophy of Mind in Wang Zengqi’s Novels in the 1990s

WANG Xuesen
(School of Humanities, Jinling Institute of Technology, Nanjing, Jiangsu, 211169, China)

Abstract: Wang Zenggi (1920 — 1997) was born in Gaoyou, Jiangsu Province, whose

literary creations in the 1990s are characterized by modernity, and elements of existentialism

and nihilism, such as “magic, absurdity, and alienation” according to the previous academic

research findings. The Philosophy of Mind of Taizhou School is a prominent feature in his

characters’ personality, and their alienation is in pursuit of perfection and enlightenment,

instead of breaking up with the secular world. The unorthodox affection is the consummation of

their morality, instead of extreme, eccentric self-expression. He adheres to the traditional

family narrative, in which the existential meaning and possibility are realized through family

life. The modernity has become a spectacle depicted by the traditional device in Wang’s works,

within the framework of traditional order, as a vivid example of the Philosophy of Mind.

Key words: Wang Zengqi; modernity; Philosophy of Mind; Taizhou School
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