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The Symbol of Depression in Chen Yingzhen’s Novels

XU Zhenkai, FANG Zhong
(School of Liberal Arts, Jiangsu Normal University, Xuzhou, Jiangsu, 221116, China)

Abstract: Chen Yingzhen (1937 — 2016) is a famous novelist, whose creation and literary
views are significantly influenced by the poetics in The Symbol of Depression, written by
Kuriyagawa Hakuson. Chen emphasized the ideological content of works, especially in the
selection of words to depict the characters, the symbolization of individual depression, and the
unique appreciation of the ugly. After his release from prison, Chen had to dialectically
reconstruct his idealistic and personalized depression poetics, due to the emergence of
consumerism and local literature in Taiwan. It is manifested in three aspects: transformations
from personal idealism to historical materialism, from implicit symbolism to direct realism and
criticism, from expressing depression through personalized writing to literary creation.

Key words: Chen Yingzhen; Kuriyagawa Hakuson; The Symbol of Depression ; the poetics

of depression; literary view
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