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Ak o X A E UL TE HEAT R, R DUR BRI A TP O ot IS A R AR R M. X
TFALAT AT F > B -5 HoAth 3T =22 18] B9 AH UM A 22 7 P B () I A A BT DUAE #EAT LB S It s
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W B I > o R A SO B X AT B IE 2 4L

ek AT ERIS M E AR 2 k26 FERA MR, X FSRAEM S, OFR B LW
WHBEXEMA? JELXEENTRFXSHERFET R - P. BRI N, ST EL
R B Oy 2t G B AT BRL | B A B TR SO R AR A AR 3 1 O — B AT 2 gk SE AL & TR
P WM EIRE AR ARAB T T, WE Tt x - EEAMiEREZED
e . IEARIRDURFT S KL M B thZ AT 25 EN BT R FR, RME & 3% & 17F
ST FE, R RMEATE ST, AT AT S0 23 58 28 B PE A 2o B Rl AR 2 3R SE B A4
HEPLS, L LR BTER AR, S 1 FBAE KA.

B R ST HRR DA 5 AR B SR A, i B A o e AR R T ZE S &L
Aot A B AR, S P oy TR S B RITE XS RS B R B AT E R RO P SC R L # B AR
2 M B AR I A 2 ) 5 2 oy A 2 O BEEAT WS, IE R MRS A 25 R E E R UE.
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On Joseph Campbell’s Female Mythology:
Based on Chinese Goddess Mythology Development

YAO Mengjie"?
(1.School of Chinese Language and Literature, Wuhan University, Wuhan, Hubei, 430072, China;
2. Department of German, University of California, Berkeley, California, 94720, U.S.A.)

Abstract: Joseph Campbell, by organizing and summarizing myths, legends, stories, and
sacred beliefs from different cultural backgrounds, elaborated in detail the evolution of goddess
mythology worldwide. He described a continuous, linear progression of four stages: the birth,
the heyday, the degradation, and the return. However, due to the influence of societal,
historical, and other unique factors, the cultural gene of the Chinese nation developed with
distinctive characteristics. While the overall trajectory of Chinese goddess mythology aligns
broadly with Campbell’ s goddess theory on a macro level, there remain significant differences
between the two. Specifically, by examining the mythological narratives of figures like Ni1 Wa,
Leizu, Nii Ba, and the Xiwangmu, it becomes clear that the development of Chinese goddess
mythology does not entirely follow Campbell’ s four-stage progression. Instead, it follows a
three-stage evolution that lacks the degradation period. Thus, studying the development of
Chinese goddess mythology can, to a certain extent, expand and refine Campbell’s theory,
offering a means of drawing strength from ancient myths to understand ourselves and society
better.

Key words: Joseph Campbell; mythology; goddess belief; Chinese myth
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