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The Contribution and Significance of Huang Kan’s Linguistic Philosophy

SONG Yu
(Faculty of Foreign Languages, Ningbo University, Ningbo, Zhejiang, 315211, China)

Abstract: Huang Kan’s contribution to the linguistic philosophy lies in three aspects: the
origin of language, research methodology, and the hermeneutics. First, he asserted that
Chinese characters have taken form in the antiquity, challenging the myths about their origin.
Second, in terms of research methodology, he traced the origin of the pronunciation of
pictographic, indicative characters. Third, he defined the research subject, content and nature
of hermeneutics from the synchronic and diachronic levels, by using language to explain
language, in quest of the system and origin of language. These are his significant contributions
to Chinese linguistic philosophy, greatly facilitating the development of modern Chinese
philology.

Key words: Huang Kan; linguistic philosophy; the original characters; the original

pronunciation; using language to explain language
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