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On Verb Reduplication with Resultative Complement
in Southern Dialects of Modern Chinese

LI Shuangijian
(School of Chinese Studies and Exchange, Shanghai International Studies University, Shanghai, 200083, China)

Abstract: Unlike the northern dialects of modern Chinese, one unique feature of the southern
dialects is the verb reduplication with resultative complement (VVR), which differs from the VR in
Mandarin Chinese. This phenomenon has been explained by linguists from three aspects: the
complement serving as placeholder, dialect contact, regional linguistic transformation. This paper
puts forward the origin determinism, which is based on literature review, and examination on VVR,
including its dialect distribution, structural characteristics, grammatical meaning, as well as the
difference between dialects. The researcher asserts that VVR is determined by its historical origin,
viz. the origin and formation of (neutral tone) VV in modern mandarin Chinese is different from
those of VV(R) in southern dialects. The (neutral tone)VV cannot be followed by a complement in
modern mandarin Chinese, which, however, is prevalent in southern dialects. From the
perspectives of linguistic typology and cognitive linguistics, the neutral tone and stressed tone verb
reduplication in modern Mandarin Chinese, as well as verb reduplication in southern dialects,
conform to the universality of human language and cognitive law.

Key words: Chinese dialects; VVR; reduplication; grammaticalization; iconicity
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