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An Analysis on the Etymology of Earthly Branches:
Visual Narrative of Prehistoric Hunting-Gathering

ZHOU Qiuming "*

(1. Department of Social Sciences, Nanjing University of Industry Technology, Nanjing, Jiangsu, 210023, China;

2. School of Marxism, Nanjing University of Aeronautics and Astronautics, Nanjing, Jiangsu, 211106, China)

Abstract: The etymological analysis of twelve earthly branches reveals the visual narrative

codes in economic activities and sacrifice culture of the society featured with hunting and gathering in
middle reaches of the Yellow River in the middle Neolithic period. Tzu-chou-yin-mao ( F 1.8 Uj)
denote the prey; ch’en-ssu-wu-wei (J& EE4F K ), gathering of wild plants; shen-yu-hsii-hai( i P4 £,

% ), harvest sacrifice. Exploring the connotations of these earthly branches from the perspective of

society and culture facilitates the etymological study of Chinese characters, research on the narrative

logic of hunting and gathering in prehistoric China, as well as the construction of narrative system of
China in the New Era.

Key words: earthly branches; etymology of characters; hunting-gathering; harvest sacrifice;

visual narrative

(RERE HE)



