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The Integration and Development of Militia in Central Jiangsu
by the CPC during the Nationwide War of
Resistance against Japanese Aggression

JIANG Shan
(School of Marxism, Soochow University, Suzhou, Jiangsu, 215001, China)

Abstract: The Japanese invasion caused a power vacuum and chaos behind the enemy lines in
Central Jiangsu, accompanied by a widespread subsistence crisis. This gave rise to the voluntary
massive rural militarization. Shortly after its founding, the New Fourth Army advanced into the
areas behind enemy lines in Central Jiangsu. By integrating armed forces developed by local CPC
branches, it established the militia in anti-Japanese bases. While repulsing the enemy’s mopping-up
and rural pacification, the CPC developed the militia by decentralizing regular troops, streamlining
the administration, improving the organization. With the drastic transformation of war, it refined
and strengthened the militia, supplying military personnel for local contingents and regular troops.

Key words: integration of armed forces; militia; Central Jiangsu; repulse of rural pacification;

refining and strengthening
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