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The Semantic Interpretation of the Character Bao in The Book of Songs

PENG Hui
(Chinese Department, Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou 450001, China)

Abstract: Song Gao (#41 ) is a hymn in The Book of Songs to Shen Bo, the uncle of Zhou

Xuan Wang, for his feat and more importantly to the king, for his virtue, who has excavated the

merit of Shen Bo and built a castle in the south for him to garrison. As for the meaning of Bao (f#)
in the sentence “Wang Ji Wang Jiu Nan Tu Shi Bao (T £ 5, + &) ", it is interpreted as “to

protect, defend” or overlooked. However, the study on the theme and context and similar text

reveals that it means “to rely on or depend on” here, in stead of the common meaning of “to protect

or defend”. This character appears frequently in the anthology, nevertheless, due to constraints of

history and previous studies, its ambiguous interpretation calls for our careful examination.

Key words: Song Gao(# 1 ); Nan Tu Shi Bao (Fg &%) ; The Book of Songs; Bao(f#) ;

semantic interpretation
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