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The Literary Depictions of Bao Tianxiao’s “National Educator Spirit”
and Its Unfinished Modernity

WU Yun
(School of Humanities, Xuzhou University of Technology, Xuzhou, Jiangsu, 221018, China)

Abstract: By adopting the “romanticized documentary mode” , Bao Tianxiao constructs the
connotation system of the “National Educator Spirit” , encompassing talent cultivation, educational
innovation, erudite scholarship, and wholehearted dedication to education. He achieves aesthetic
shaping and emotional mobilization of ideal teachers, laying a foundation for modern literary
depictions of the Educator Spirit. Despite drastic historical changes from canonical acclaim to
oblivion, rediscovery and unfinished modernity, his spirit resonates with contemporary Educator
Spirit. His creations and uncompleted exploration reveal that enduring literary classics on the
Educator Spirit can only be produced by balancing historical particularity and universality, idealism
and authenticity, as well as ideological and artistic values.

Key words: Bao Tianxiao; National Educator Spirit; romanticized documentary mode;

modernity
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