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Power and Its Deconstruction:
The Power Space in Sexing the Cherry by Jeanette Winterson

FENG Yu-xin, NAI Kang
(School of Foreign Languages and Literature, Nanjing Tech University, Nanjing, Jiangsu, 211816, China)

Abstract: The award-winning novel Sexing the Cherry is written by Jeanette Winterson, a
famous contemporary British writer, who uses unique spatiotemporal narrative techniques to
construct a large number of metaphorical spaces. The confinement facility and the torture
chamber are representational spaces of power performance, which represent the restraint and
domination of power over individuals. The city of discourse and the city of love plague are the
spatial representations of centralized discourse, representing the influence and discipline of
centralized power over individuals. Winterson constructs heterotopia as a challenge to
experiment with the space, so as to break the rules of reality and deconstruct the social power
through the silvery city and place outside the realm. The study of the power space in her works
is of significance to our exposing of the Western power system and discourse system.

Key words: Jeanette Winterson; Sexing the Cherry; power space
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