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On the Poetry of the “Three Wangs”
of the Taizhou School in the Late Ming Dynasty

ZHANG Zeru', QIAN Cheng??

(1.School of Chinese Language and Literature, Guangxi Normal University, Guilin, Guangxi, 541000, China;
2.School of Humanities, Taizhou University, Taizhou, Jiangsu, 225300, China;
3. Research Center of Taizhou School, Nanjing University, Nanjing, Jiangsu, 210004, China)

Abstract: As the most influential school of thought in the late Ming Dynasty, Taizhou
School played an important role in the formation, dissemination and development of
Confucianism popularization in the social and cultural fields of at that time. Wang Gen, Wang
Dong, and Wang Bi are the founders and outstanding representatives of the Taizhou School,
acclaimed as the “three sages of the Wang family in Huainan”. The three Wangs express their
concern for people’s livelihood, material and spiritual needs in their poetry, sympathizing with
the common people and exerting a subtle influence on their character with Confucian demeanor
and ideology, as role models for promoting cultural development during the period of social
transformation. Their poetry represents a unique aesthetic style, and the philosophical
principles of Taizhou school contained therein lay the ideological foundation for the popular
literary and artistic trend of the late Ming Dynasty. The evolution of their poetry exemplifies
the combination of Huannan school’s philosophy of mind and literary creation.

Key words: Taizhou school; three sages of the Wang family; plebeian Confucianism;

poetry; Taizhou school’s philosophical doctrine
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