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The Theoretical Reason for Dethroning Xunzi

WEI Yaru, YANG Shaohan
(School of Philosophy and Social Development, Huaqiao University, Xiamen, Fujian, 361021, China)

Abstract: Xunzi (3132 — 238 B. C.) was a great materialist thinker and one of the
representatives of Confucian school of the Warring States Period. The dethroning of him needs
to be examined in the history of thought. Xunzi was dethroned, becoming an outcast from the
Confucian shrine during the Ming Dynasty. According to the research of contemporary scholars,
the main reason behind this was that his assertion of human nature of evil, ritual of hypocrisy
was not accepted by other Confucian scholars in the Song and Ming Dynasties, and was regarded
as the rebel of the Tao of the sage. The two famous Confucianists Cheng Hao and Cheng Yi
denounced Xunzi for his distortion of human nature and honesty, disrespect for the sage. By
analyzing the criticism, it can be found that Xunzi’s understanding of the relationships between
Tao and human nature, honesty, the sage does not conform to the new metaphysical foundation
constructed by the Cheng brothers for the Tao of the sage. The Tao, with implementing
benevolence and righteousness as the constant connotation, has transformed from “the rule by
propriety and righteousness” to “the human nature from the mandate of heaven”. This
transition explains why Xunzi was regarded as a rebel of the Tao of the sage, and finally
dethroned for his theory of human nature of evil.

Key words: Cheng Hao and Cheng Yi; Xunzi; dethroning; Tao; human nature of evil
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