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Classical Rural Knights Encountering Modern Urban Wonders:
A Case Study of The Beauty Riding a Donkey on Chang’an Avenue

ZHANG Zhizhong
(Qingdao Institute of Humanities and Social Sciences, Shandong University, Qingdao, Shandong, 266237, China)

Abstract: The Beauty Riding a Donkey on Chang’an Avenue is a short story in the form of
“April Fool’ s Day News” written by Mo Yan, which depicts the classical rural knights
encountering the wonders of modern urban life. This paper discloses the discontinuities between
rural and urban life, on the basis of Giddens’ modernity theory, Lefebvre’s spatial theory, and
Qian Liqun’ s interpretation of Don Quixote’ s spirit. It reveals the contrasts between
“representation of space” and “space of representation”, the local literary trend of “country
folks entering the city” and the inheritance of Don Quixote’ s spirit in the world. It also
highlights the rural people’ s unique heroic qualities such as chivalry, rebellious spirit, and
defiance of dogmatism.

Key words: Mo Yan; The Beauty Riding a Donkey on Chang’an Avenue; rural knights;

urban wonders; Don Quixote’s spirit; chivalrous and rebellious spirit
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