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On the Sadness Artistic Configuration of Huai Opera

SUN Xiaodong', SUN Tianyi?
(1.School of Chinese Language and Literature, Yancheng Teachers University, Yancheng, Jiangsu, 224002, China;
2. Department of Sociology, University of York, Heslington, York, Y0105DD, U.K.)

Abstract: Huai Opera is a national intangible cultural heritage and one of the most
representative local opera genres in Jiangsu Province. Sadness is a prominent aesthetic feature of
Huai Opera, which has undergone evolution and gradually formed a unique artistic configuration
in terms of characters, dramatic environment, and the blending of tragedy and comedy. In
recent years, research on Huai Opera has mainly focused on its history, types of singing styles
and genres, inheritance and development, with little attention paid to its tragic aesthetics and
artistic form. By examining its formation, character shaping, plot structure, and stage
performance, this study explores the tragic characteristics and distinct configuration features of
Huai Opera in terms of character image, dramatic environment, and the blending of tragedy and
comedy. It further highlights the unique aesthetic style of it and provides reference for the
inheritance and development of Huai Opera and the boom of stage performance in the future.

Key words: Huai Opera; sadness; artistic configuration; aesthetic features
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