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Maclntyre’s Diagnosis of Hume’s Problem
and its Difficulties Based on Historicism

WANG Hai
(School of Philosophy, University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, 102400, China)

)

Abstract: The essence of Hume’ s problem is the discussion on the gap between “is” and
“ought”. On this issue, Maclntyre has made an insightful analysis based on the position of
historicism. He believed that the gap between “is” and “ought” is the result of the development
of modern moral philosophical research, which has deviated from Aristotle’ s teleological
framework and functional interpretation. He asserted that, to solve the problem, we need to
appeal to the tradition of Aristotle’ s philosophy, including his traditional teleological
framework and functional interpretation. We also need to live the traditional community life,
and revive the prescription of “good” in collective practice. However, Maclntyre’s functional
interpretation is heavily based on tradition, which cannot provide the sufficient historical
justification of modern morality. Therefore, the distinction between moral evaluation and non-
moral evaluation will become blurred, the space for human self-understanding and self-planning
will be constrained, and the sublime nature of morality will be barely possible to explain.

Key words: Hume’s problem; Maclntyre; historicism; virtue ethics
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