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The Goal Connotation, Practical Approach and Value Implication
of Tao Xingzhi’s Family Education

ZHANG Zhenzhen
(School of Education and Psychological Science, Hefei Normal University, Hefei , Anhui, 230601, China)

Abstract: “Becoming a true person” is the ideal character and the goal set by Tao Xingzhi
for his family education. He hold the belief that we should strive to become the masters,
activists and “whole persons” on the basis of the three kinds of attributes in terms of social
class, times and individual. The teaching methodology of “unity of teaching, learning and
practice” has been extended to family education by him, who emphasized teaching by precept
and example, teaching students in accordance with their aptitude, highlighting the pragmatic
spirit, cultivating his four sons into talents. Nowadays, new problems and crisis have arisen in
our family education, such as the left-behind children’s lack of family education in rural areas,
the alienation of family education in urban areas, the tendency to overemphasize academic
success, the neglect of moral value cultivation, and ineffective guidance on education methods,
etc. Therefore, we should draw lessons from Tao’ s practice, giving full play to all family
members, setting up comprehensive goals, cultivating the academically and morally outstanding
talents, applying the scientific and effective education methods.

Key words: “becoming a true person”; unity of teaching, learning and practice; Tao

Xingzhi; family education; value implication
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