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Transformation of Traditional Drama and Revolutionary Mobilization from
the Emotional Perspective: Centred on Central China Anti-Japanese Bases

WANG Yigian; ZHANG Wentao
(School of Social Development, Yangzhou University, Yangzhou, Jiangsu, 225009, China)

Abstract: During the period of Anti-Japanese War, the writers and artists in Central China
Anti-Japanese Bases gradually realized the unique advantages of traditional drama in mass
mobilization. In order to better serve the publicity of the significance of Anti-Japanese War,
drama workers adopted the methods of “new wine in old bottles” and “new wine in new
bottles”, so as to carry out step-by-step and all-round revolutionary transformation both in
content and form. After that, the content of traditional dramas became closely connected with
the mass struggle, with greater empathy between the performers and audience. These
dramashave became a powerful vehicle for emotional mobilization by the Communist Party of
China. The emotional resonance of the audience was quickly aroused in the performance, with
effective interaction between performers and audience, facilitating the revolutionary struggle in
the bases. In this regard, the internal logic and operation mechanism of emotional mobilization
have embodied the mass line of our Party.

Key words: Central China Anti-Japanese Bases; traditional drama; emotional mobilization;

revolutionary mobilization
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