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Research on the Value Co-Creation Mechanism
of CulturalTourism Integration in Scenic Areas

TIAN Ming', LI Minglu?
(1. Business School, Hohai University, Nanjing, Jiangsu, 211100, China;
2. Media College, Zhengzhou University of Technology, Zhengzhou, Henan, 450044, China)

Abstract: The cultural tourism integration has made some achievements, which, however,
still remain at the superficial level. To address the urgent need for deeper integration, it is
imperative to advance towards a more profound level. We should shift the focus of research from
the integration strategies on the macro and medium levels to detailed exploration at the micro
level. The researchers analyze typical examples of cultural tourism integration in natural and
cultural scenic areas both at home and abroad, employing value co-creation theory,
symbolization theory, and identity theory, by making an exploratory multi-case study with
Gioia methodology, construct the model of “value co-creation — symbolization — identity —
benefit”. The researchers reveal the dynamic interactions between the constituent elements, the
core function of value co-creation in the symbolization of culture, enhancing tourists’ sense of
identity, and achieving win-win for all stakeholders. It provides theoretical support and practical
references for the deep integration of culture and tourism.

Key words: cultural tourism integration; value co-creation; identity; symbolization;

case study
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