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Ethical Care and its Field Effect in Teaching Art Theory:
A Case Study of the Course of Principles of Art

WENG Zaihong
(Institute of Art, Nanjing University of the Arts, Nanjing, Jiangsu, 210013, China)

Abstract: It is a long-standing tradition to emphasize ethics in art criticism. As one of the
compulsory courses for the Art History and Theory majors in art colleges, the course of
Principles of Art is an important component of the Art Theory course cluster. Art theoretical
research plays a crucial role in leading the trend of the times, shaping collective memory and
social responsibility. The ethical care in the teaching process, as the basis for this cultivation,
requires us to examine its field effect in three dimensions: teaching content, teaching process,
and teaching effectiveness.

Key words: Principles of Art; ethical care; field effect; case guidance; situational teaching
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