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The Thought on the Compilation of
Historical Books in Zhao Yi’s Gai Yu Cong Kao

YAN Zhi-giang, JIANG Xiu-xian
(School of History and Culture, Qufu Normal University, Qufu, Shandong, 273165, China)

Abstract: Zhao Yi (1727 —1814) was a famous official and scholar of Qing Dynasty, whose
thought on the compilation of historical books was of great academic value. His idea was
recorded in his book Gai Yu Cong Kao, which discussed the degree of detail, style,
arrangement, correction and supplement of historical books. Through the comparison between
this book and Twenty-two Historical Books, another book of his, it can be seen that these two
books are similar in the following aspects, such as emphasis on style, supplement of historical
materials and pursuit of truth. They are different in terms of their academic levels, the content
and focus of discussion. This paper analyzes Zhao Yi’s thought on historical book compilation,
and the transformation of his academic ideas.

Key words: Gai Yu Cong Kao; Twentytwo Historical Books; historical book compilation
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