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Study on the Group Characteristics of the Adherents of Qing Dynasty

CHENG Tai-hong
(School of Marxism, Ahhui Polytechnic University, Wuhu, Anhui, 241000, China)

Abstract: Compared with the adherents of other previous dynasties, those of Qing Dynasty
are characterized by four distinctive features. In terms of identity, they constituted “the
marginal people” in the “transitional period”. Their conservativeness and rigid ideology
stemmed from the right-wing political stance. They have always been the “marginal people” in
the political and cultural life of the Republic of China. In terms of ethnic group, they consisted
of Han and Manchu nationalities. In spite of the changes of political power and regime, the Han
literati and officialdom regarded themselves as remnants of previous dynasty, which was the
result of the Confucian and political orthodoxy existing for thousands of years. In terms of
political position, they were either officials or hermits, which however, was no longer the
standard to judge the identity of the adherents. Whether to adhere to and rebuild the Confucian
and political orthodoxy has become the only standard to judge the identity of the adherents.
Ideologically, before 1911, many of the Qing Dynasty’s adherents were “new people in the old
era”; After 1911, they had become “old people of the new era”. The fundamental reason for the
inconsistency of their political stance is that the western learning and politics introduced by them
not only failed to save the Qing Dynasty, but also led to the collapse of autocratic monarchy and
Confucian culture. The persistence and steadfastness of the will and conduct of the remnants of
the Qing Dynasty ended in tragedy because their spiritual and political pursuit was contrary to
the trend of the times.

Key words: adherents of Qing Dynasty; the marginal people; Confucian orthodoxy;
political orthodoxy
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