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Graphic and Textual Education from the Perspective of Media Ecology:
the N4A’s Pictorials during the Anti-Japanese War

JIN Zelin', XIONG Yongsong?
(Fine Arts Academy, Hunan Normal University, Changsha, Hunan, 410012, China)

Abstract: The media represented by the N4A (New Fourth Army) pictorials played an
important role in spreading the revolutionary ideas of the CPC and facilitating the work in the
anti-Japanese base areas of central China. This paper makes an in-depth analysis on these
pictorials from the perspective of media ecology. The research findings indicate that due to the
external influence of the ecological environment of the media, there exists “media bias” in the
N4A pictorials in the temporal spatial, cultural and political aspects. These pictorials, with
their precise audience positioning and content advantages, have formed a communication
network and consolidated the willpower of the people by constructing collective spaces, playing
a major role in publicizing the ideas and educating the grassroots people in the base areas. This
mode of publicity embodies the function of building a media ecology to educate and unite the
people, providing reference and inspiration for modern media.

Key words: anti-Japanese base areas of central China; N4A pictorials; graphic and textual

education; media ecology
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