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Savage War, Unique Characters, and Rich Connotation:
On Mein Franz by Hai Rao

GU Dayong', CAl Li?

(1. Lu Xun College of Humanities, Shaoxing University, Shaoxing, Zhejiang, 312000, China;
2. Library, Shaoxing University, Shaoxing, Zhejiang, 312000, China)

Abstract: The celebrated Chinese contemporary writer Hai Rao, who is currently dwelling
in Germany, has recently released her latest full-length Chinese novel “I ) 3 22 %7 (Mein
Franz in German). This work explores the theme of World War 11, as reminiscence of that era,
which reveals the generational, persistent and procrastinating trauma of war. She denounces
war and appeals for peace, after her reflection on World War II. Furthermore, the novel depicts
Lady Bai Ge, a unique, vivid character with profound aesthetic value. The complex text
encompasses multiple thematic elements of humanitarianism ( culture), society (history), and
metaphysical reflection.

Key words: Hai Rao; Mein Franz; war writing; character shaping; multiple

thematic elements
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