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Principles of Sentencing for Multiple Crimes in the Qin Dynasty

DONG Xinran, HU Chuanyi
(Law School, Zhongnan University of Economics and Law, Wuhan, Hubei, 430073, China)

Abstract: The bamboo slips of the Qin Dynasty unearthed in today’s Shuihudi, Hubei
Province, are important historical materials for us to study the laws of that period. The
sentencing of multiple crimes in the slips reflects the principle for judging such offenses in the
Qin Dynasty. The previous studies on this area lack the theoretical basis of modern criminal
law, which are limited to factual analysis and lack integration with modern legal theories,
resulting in insufficient interpretation. In light of the modern criminal law, the absorption
principle for multiple crimes committed before a case has been accepted, i.e., punishing only
the most serious offense while disregarding lesser ones, which was a key penalty rule in the
judicial practice of the Qin Dynasty. The absorption principle is also applied to multiple crimes
discovered after a case has been accepted. For property-related crimes, involving
misappropriation or theft, where the amount can be calculated, penalties are determined based
on the accumulated total of the illicit gains. Behind these provisions, there exist three reasons:
the feasibility of penalty, social and historical factors, and social harmfulness.

Key words: Qin law; bamboo slips of the Qin Dynasty unearthed in Shuihudi; multiple

crimes; sentencing principle
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