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The Making of Citizen and the Discipline for Society:
Historical Practice of Household Survey
in the Late Qing Dynasty and its Inherent Paradox

HE Yijin, LU Chuan
(School of Sociology, Beijing University of Technology, Beijing, 100124, China)

Abstract: In preparation for Constitutionalism, in the year of 1908, the ministry of civil
affairs of the Qing Dynasty conducted the first modern household survey in Chinese history.
However, it is not merely a statistical survey of households and population, but also an
endeavor of strengthening the governance and moral discipline. In the selection and design of
survey respondents and content, the the categorization, stratification, and governance of its
citizens by the government is obvious. Furthermore, the practitioners take this opportunity to
identify and envision its moral models, potential security risks, and ultimately to enforce
discipline for society. The complicated nature and implementation of this survey reflect the
inherent resistance and contradiction during the transition from a traditional empire to a modern
nation-state. The inherent paradox indicates that instead of reconstructing a modern nation-state
through household survey, the Qing government reproduces the traditional empire in the
alternative form of modernity.

Key words: the late Qing Dynasty; household survey; modern nation-state; technical

practice; moral discipline
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