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Research on Ma’s Free Style Tune of Huai Opera

ZHANG Quan
(Institute of Jiangsu Huai Opera, Yancheng, Jiangsu, 224000, China)

Abstract: With the rapid development of traditional Chinese opera, a new school of Huai
opera is gradually taking shape. Ma’s Free Style Tune was founded by the master Ma Lintong
(1912 — 1952). On the basis of his unique mastery of the kernel structures and stylistic features
of traditional tunes, Ma has made ground-breaking inventions in opera creation and
performance. His Free Style Tune has reconstructed the performance pattern and function of
music. Its great popularity has provided the solid foundation for its dissemination and
inheritance, and its prominent position in Shanghai music circle has made it more visible in
history in terms of geographical location, features and effect of dissemination.

Key words: Ma’ s Free Style Tune; Ma Lintong; constituent elements; personality

traits; aesthetics
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