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The New Fourth Army’s
Survey Research and Implementation of the Mass Line

GENG Dongxu
(School of Marxism, Hebei GEO University, Shijiazhuang, Hebei, 050001, China)

Abstract: The New Fourth Army inherited the fine tradition of the Red Army’s survey
research. As early as its founding phase, some members of the New Fourth Army had begun
rural survey research. Under the leadership of the Central Committee of the Communist Party
of China, the New Fourth Army not only improved its survey research institutions but also
conducted in-depth investigations at the grassroots level, resulting in many survey reports. The
survey research of the New Fourth Army aims to improve people’s livelihoods. Through this
research, they not only understood the various demands of the masses but also formulated
various laws and regulations to improve people’ s livelihoods based on the survey results.
Additionally, they continuously assessed the effects of various policies through research to
ensure tangible improvements in people’s lives. The cadres of the New Fourth Army adhered to
the mass line, kept in close contact with the masses, continuously improved their work style,
and formed a cadre team that used power for the people, cared for the people, and sought
benefits for the people during their survey and research process.

Key words: Anti-Japanese War period; New Fourth Army; survey research; work style
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