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Study on Yuan Mei’s Experience in the Imperial Examination

WANG Zhengbing
(School of Chinese Language & Literature, Yancheng Teachers University, Yancheng, Jiangsu, 224002, China)

Abstract: Yuan Mei (1716 — 1798) is a famous poet in Qing Dynasty, however the record
of his successful experience in the imperial examination is rather brief. A detailed study on it
can reveal his strong self-confidence and outstanding personality, which exerted great influence
on his official career. His despising attitude towards the civil service examination propelled him
into choosing poetic creation as his way of utterance.

Key words: Yuan Mei; experience in imperial examination; official career; temporarily

organized examination
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