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Literature on Wetland in Yancheng

ZHAO Yongsheng
(Yancheng Huanghai Wetland Literature Creation Center, Yancheng, Jiangsu, 224002, China)

Abstract: The literature on wetland in Yancheng dates back to the mid-Tang Dynasty, with

poetry as the dominant genre. The content was mostly the lament on the wilderness of the

wetland, destitute life of the salt workers, all written by officials. In the late Ming and early

Qing Dynasties, there had been a group of local poets, represented by Wu Jiaji, focusing on

both the hardships of people’s livelihood and the beauty of scenery. In the early 1940s, some

literati migrated northward and joined hands with the New Fourth Army in Yancheng, to

establish the Hu Hai Poetry Club, which had greatly promoted poetry creation in the base area.

In the 1980s, the “Chinese Red Crowned Crane Prose Festival” was hosted by Yancheng

municipal government and the editorial department of Literary Newspaper, and organized by

Sheyang county government. Since then, the contemporary literature on wetland in Yancheng

has taken off, with distinct regional characteristics.

Key words: literature in Yancheng; literature on wetland; regional characteristics
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