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Short Videos and the Construction of China’s
National Image in the Arab World

LU Xuan , WU Hao
(College of Eastern Languages and Cultures, Sichuan International Studies University, Chongqing, 400031, China)

Abstract: With the continuous deepening of Sino-Arab relations, constructing China’ s national
image in the Arab world has become increasingly crucial. The short videos have emerged as a
principal platform for international communication and an effective tool to tell China’s stories well.
Chinese short videos enjoy high penetration rate and strong audience preference across the Arab
region. Short videos about Chinese cuisine, traditional culture and social life perform exceptionally
well, delivering the most remarkable results in shaping China’s national image. However, when it
comes to the communication of China’s economic and political image, there remain problems such
as monotonous content, insufficient interaction and inadequate localization. By diversifying the
content, adapting language to local audiences, regularizing interaction and adopting flexible
narratives, we can boost communication effectiveness and foster a well-rounded and vivid national
image of China in the Arab world.

Key words: telling China’ s stories well; intercultural communication; short video

communication; China’s national image; Arab world
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