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Jiang Qian’s Educational Exploration
at Tongzhou Private Normal School (1902—1914)

ZHAO Juan
(School of Marxism, Shanghai Jian Qiao University, Shanghai, 201306, China)

Abstract: Jiang Qian was a renowned educator in China’s modern era. In his early years, he
worked at Tongzhou Private Normal School, the first independently established one in modern
Chinese history. He participated in the founding of the school, playing an indispensable role in the
teaching and administration. During his tenure, he vigorously promoted the teaching method reform
of Chinese, presided over the establishment of disciplines, elevating it to a top-tier school
nationwide. He has advanced the modernization of education in Jiangsu Province and the urban
development of Nantong. Jiang attached great importance to self-cultivation featuring the unity of
knowledge and practice, adhering to the philosophy of taking traditional Chinese learning as the
foundation and industry as the application. He pushed forward the reform of physical education to
foster the vigorous spirit. These teaching practices have laid a solid foundation for his educational
philosophy of all-round development of morality, intelligence and physical fitness, which was
implemented at Nanjing Higher Normal School. Jiang’ s educational practices and ideas offer
references for building China into a leading country in education, upholding the subjectivity of
Chinese culture, and the principle that talent cultivation contributes to social development.

Key words: Jiang Qian; Tongzhou Private Normal School; all-round development of

morality, intelligence and physical fitness; cultural subjectivity
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